Report from the Coordinator on the 22nd

National Space Symposium

After admiring their work for years, thisstorms throughout the Midwest. | finallytry Club has a $100,000 entry fee and theressiggesting our baloney was better than the
past spring Nebraskans for Peace officiallyarrived in Colorado Springs at 12:30 a.m. ana waiting list to join. The setting for the pro-baloney being passed out inside the space
joined the “Global Networldgainst Véap- gratefully Bill Sulzman still came to the air-test could not be more ide&lle were able symposium.

ons & Nuclear Power in Space.” Based irport to pick me up. to stand with banners on the sidewalk di- OnApril 4 we got to the symposium at
Brunswick, Maine, the network literally in- Bill Sulzman [brother of NFRice Presi- rectly in front of the main symposium audi-7:30 a.m. just as the crowd arrived. | held a
cludes organizations from around the globélent Jeanette Sulzman] was one of the fountbrium, thus every person entering the evebianner that read “Beware of the Military-
opposed to the U.S.0ngoing effort to mili- ing members of the Global Network when ipassed directly by us. Industrial Complex—Dwight D. Eisenhower”
tarize and dominate space. Over the pastas created in 1992t that time | was the The theme of the protest this year waand would routinely ask military officers
two decades, Colorado Springs, Coloradstate coordinator of the Florida Coalition fofOnly You Can Prevenfruth Decay and passing by if they would like to take a turn
has served as the center for this space waPeace & Justice. Bi’'group, the Colorado T-shirts were made with that message dmolding it for awhile. | got no takers.

fare research and development and toda$prings-based Citizens for Peace in Spadhe front and the schedule of protest events From the space symposium that morn-
is the official home of the U.S. Space Contad been working with us in Florida sincdor the week was listed on the back—similaing we drove north téurora, Colorado
mand. SpaceComeerie activities should the '80s. For some time the two groups wer® a rock-and-roll concert toufhe sub- where Buckleir Force Spy & Spacé/ar

be a concern to anyone on the planet intereally the only local organizations in thetheme was “Blow the Whistle on Crime andBase is locatedVe held a vigil outside the
ested in Peace & Justice. But the command
has special significance for Nebraskans. |
2002, in the wake of @1 SpaceCom was
placed under the authority of StratCom. All

Offutt Air Force Base just outside Omaha, X

Planning for the strategic dominationEE i =
of space is, as you might well imagine, afiie 25
enormous undertaking, requiring all th
combined might of the Military-Industrial [#
Complex. For the past 22 years, accord
ingly, the Pentagon and the defense indu
try have colluded to host a “Space Sympq
sium” in Colorado Springs to showcase th{
latest state-of-the-art gadgetry availablg
for sale. The “Symposium,” as the follow
ing report by Bruce Gagnon, Coordinato
of the Global Network, details, has become
little more than a crude ‘trade fair’ for the “Global Network” protestors outside the Broadmoor Hotel in Colorado Springs, Colorado where the 22nd National Space
defense industry and a corresponding Symposium was held. The banner at the far right says, “Besfahe Military-Industrial Complex—Dwight D. Eisenhower
‘shopping spee’for the Pentagon (paid for
of course, at taxpayer expense). country doing on-going space organizingCorruption!” main gate with the giant white golf ball-

SratCom, sad to sayas begunapli- It became clear to us by 1992 that we needed The theme could not have been morshaped “radomes” in view.oring Wirbel
cating this unsavory spectacle with an armw grow this movement, and with the help ofimely, as theNew Yrk Timesreported in its explained how these systems ‘suck in" all
bazaar and confab of its own. This comingpurnalist Karl Grossman, we created the GloApril 2 edition that the Governmefitcount-  phone, fax and e-mail communications from
October 10-12, the third annual “Strate-bal Network to do just that. ability Office (GAQO) inWashington has beenthroughout the entire world as part of the
gic Space Conference” will be held in This year marked the 22nd annual meetovering up a scientific fraud among buildU.S. program called Echelon. | told the story
Omaha. The best thing that can be said fang of theSpace Symposiyran event put ers of the expensive “missile defense” sysbout how Global Network-affiliated groups
this nefarious gathering is that it gives uon by the aerospace industty was re- tem. TheTimesreported that the GAO ig- in Australia, GermanyEngland and the like
an opportunity to focus international at-ported that this year almost 8,000 militarynored evidence that the two main contracontinually protest at U.S. “downlink facili-
tention on the growing menace thapersonnel, aerospace industry executivesrs for the program (Boeing afm@&W) had ties” that collect this information regionally
StratCom has become for the world comand technologists were in attendance. ldoctored data, skewed test results and maded then send it via satellite in ‘real time’ to
munity since Bush and Cheney launcheaddition, the Space Symposium brought ifalse statements in a 2002 report. BuckleyAFB for final processing.
the “War on Terrorism.” hundreds of students from elementary  Our first protest at the symposium be-  Wewere met at the Buckley vigil by the

. . ) middle schools and high schools as a wayan at 5:00 p.m. ofril 3, just as the confab three Dominican Nungyrdeth Platte, Carol

The trip began oApril 2 with a Very 4 recryit them to work in the industry ~ was to begin with a banquet. Our group dBilbert and Jackie Hudson, who were found
early morning drive to Portland, Maine S0 I 15 event draws a protest each yeambout 25 folks blew whistles and handeduilty in 2003 for having symbolically “dis-
could catch the bus from there to the Bogsy, itizens for Peace in Space. The sympout leaflets urging the vast assemblage eafmed” a Minuteman nuclear missile silo in
ton airportAfter a three-hour wait in Bos- 4y, js |ocated at the very posh Broadmodering the building to “blow the whistle onnortheastern Colorado. Their action, “Sacred
ton, I flew to Chicago where | ended up with,y 0 iy Colorado Springs. | was told that dhe deception that is rampant in the militarEarth and Space Plowshares,” put them in
a seven-hour delay due to major thundefqempership to the Broadmoor Golf & Counspace programe even handed out balo-jail for a considerable amount of time and
MAY/JUNE 2006 NEBRASKA REPORT, P.6 ney sandwiches to those willing to take oneéirdeth was the last to get out just a couple
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The ‘golf ball-shaped’ radomes at Buckley Air Force Base near Aurora, Colorado. Photo by Sung-Hee Choi

Under the “Echelon” program, all phone, fax and email communications throughout Dominican Sisters Jackie Hudson, Carol Gilbert and Ardeth Platte offering up a
the world are ‘sucked in’ via satellite and ‘downlinked’ to Buckley for processing. prayer at the site of the N-8 Minuteman Missle Silo where they were arrested in 2002.

of months ago. This was the first time thegxplains how U.S. military technology keepstudents clearly understood that the richensive car? Why can’t we build these sus-
had been back in Colorado since their triathe world free and called the disarmamentere getting richer in todayAmerica and tainable technologies instead of weapons
Following the vigil at Buckleywe made the action by the nuns misguided, criticizingthat the war in Iraq was a war for control ofind endless war®nd why cant the peace
two-hour drive further north #/eld County their theological interpretations. oil that would only benefit the big corpora-movement, the environmental movement,
where the sisters had done their act of disar- On April 5 we were back out to thetions. It gave me confidence that the publiand the labor movement create a unified
mament at the N-8 missile silo. Broadmoor Hotel for a lunch time vigil. Bill increasingly has figured out the big picturecampaign and political demand around this
When we arrived, we decorated the misSulzman remarked that he had never seenso The primary question posed by ondssue? The students got it.
sile silo gate with yellow crime scene tapenany military personnel as this yeltany student was, “What do we do now?” | an- My trip to Colorado ended with another
and hung an eviction notice, signed by atjenerals (one stawo stars, three stars, fourswered by saying that as | walked from thearly morning vigil at the Broodmoor Hotel
who were there, on the gateteam of re- stars) walked past us. Former Republicaparking lot to the main building on campuspnApril 6 as the symposium was wrapping
porters from several newspaper and radi@ongressman Robattalker, a 20-year vet- | was nearly blown over by the powerfulup ‘business.” On my first day in Colorado
outlets listened to the sisters make a stateran of the House of Representatives, whewand. Why, | asked, can’you have some Springs, the local newspaper had carried an
ment about what motivated them to do thke served as Chair of the House Scienegndmills here providing power for this col- article about the event and one space sym-
action in 2002. They spoke about their Docommittee, passed by us on three differetége? Think of the money and energy savegipsium organizer was quoted as saying the
minican Order being one of preachers whoccasions. While in Congress he was a bitye oil not needed, and the jobs that coulthole event was about ‘business.’ He said
were obligated to tell the truth. The nonvioeritic of “liberal big spending,” so each timebe created idmerica building windmills. the aerospace industry sponsors would be
lent Jesus called on them to publicly withe walked by | would ask him why we weréWVhy not solar too with so much abundangutting business deals during the week.
ness against weapons of mass destructiarot reading any quotes from him in the newssun in Colorado? Why not a public transif here is huge money to be made moving the
Their mission at the N-8 silo in 2002 was tgaper about the “big spending” Buskl-  system, here in Colorado and across the U.8rms race into space and the rats are gather-
open the gates so the world could see thatinistration. He groaned and gruffed as hgiving you an option other than your exing around the cheese. In order to pay for

the U.S. had WMDs, as Bush lectured thslinked byAt one point | also noticed former

rest of the world about the evils of nucleaBen. Chuck Robb (DA) enter the sympo-

weapons. Having worked with the poor alsium. Robb, a former Marine, became th
their lives, the sisters insisted that the fundirst senator ever to simultaneously serv
ing of WMDs was a theft from the paor  on the Senat&rmed Services, Foreign Re-

Next we drove back to the nearby towrations, and Intelligence Committeesl

of Greeley where the sisters had been takéimese politicians are now working as con
to jail following their 2002 action. On this sultants and lobbyists for the military in4.
April 4 evening, we were to show the newdustrial complex. | also noted their busineg
documentary video called “Conviction” thatsuits were cut from very expensive clotl
told the story about the nuns and their peatkeese days.

witness at N-8. The only place that would  Following this mid-day vigil | was in-
host the event in Greeley was a Mexicamited to speak to a Philosophy class at Pik
restaurant—and fortunately they had a worReak Community College. The class, | wa
derful bufet. Following dinnerthe filmmaker warned, had a couple of recent Iraq war ve

what the weapons industry calls the “larg-
est industrial project in the history of the
planet Earth,” the aerospace industry has
targeted the “entitlement programs” for de-
funding. The space business community
wants Social Securitivledicare, Medicaid,
and what is left of th&Velfare Program, to
be de-funded, with the money moved into
the new space arms race.

The open question is how will the
American people respond? If my talk to the
Philosophy class was any indication, they
are not eager to see the dismantling of so-
cial progress. But first they must learn about
the issue. The week-long protest at the 22nd

introduced the film and a good crowd of loerans in it and some wives of soldiers "~ Annual Space Symposium in Colorado
cal people, in addition to those on the praaearby Fort Carson, &mmy base that regu- [i= i _ Springs was an important contribution to
test caravan, watched the documentling larly sends troops to the war in Irahout Ll LELEEEE ST this much needed public debate. I'll be back

film not only featured the sisters, but als@0 students were in the class and | was asked next year for more. | hope more of you will
included extensive interviews with the Revto speak about Ethics and the Military In-  Bruce Gagnon, Coordinator for the  join us.
Ted Haggard, president of the NatioAat  dustrial Complex. My talk went quite well ~ Global NetworkAgainst VEapons &  \ore information about the Global Network
sociation of Evangelicals, who is based imith no real opposition expressed during our Nuclear Power in Space, speaking t0 .41 pe found at wwapacedpeace.gr
Colorado Springs. During the film, Haggardively question and answer period. It was  a Philosophy class at Pikes Peak

clear to me that this working class group of Community College. MAY/JUNE 2006 NEBRASKA REPORT, P.7



